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Support for Community Support 
 

Global Taekwon-Do Federation Scotland 
 
 
The role of the Global Taekwon-Do Federation Scotland in the local 
communities it serves cannot be underestimated. It is not merely about 
teaching kids how to kick and punch. It enables people of all ages to come in 
and be part of something that teaches discipline, confidence, camaraderie, 
patience, courtesy, respect, integrity, self-control, perseverance and opens a 
whole world of opportunities to people of all ages. Not only this but it 
encourages the young and young at heart to lead healthy, productive and 
fulfilled lives. Regular classes and the opportunity to train up to 6 times a 
week at no extra cost ensures that the GTF student is encouraged to be as 
active as possible, reducing the risks associated with today’s sedentary 
lifestyle. 
 
Our instructors and volunteers are supported by the Board of Directors in 
Scotland; though also gain financial support from the local sports council they 
are involved with, East Fife and Clydebank to name but two.  
 
East Fife Sports Council recently assisted several of our team members to 
compete at the 2011 GTF World Championships in Dundee, and without this 
invaluable support Scotland would never have taken overall Champions at the 
event. 
 
The GTF is not just one club, one region or one country. We have 
representation all over the world, but we rely on the local organisations, 
instructors and sports councils to enable us to bring the top athletes that GTF 
Taekwon-Do has to offer to our shores and show them the true Scotland. In 
that respect, the Local Sports Councils not only have a key role in their 
community but also in sport on a global scale. 
GTF Scotland are partners in the Clydebank Community Sports Hub in 
Glasgow and are seen as pivotal role in not only providing a “place of activity” 
but also in providing the local area with something that they can feel truly part 
of. 
 
Sport Hubs, Sports Councils and GTF Scotland do not look just to get kids in 
off the street but they look to create communities for which everyone can be 
part of. Communities built on a common purpose, with respect and true 
inclusion of everyone. Sports Hubs will play a more purposeful role in the 
community than simply offering sports and sporting activities, they have the 
potential to become the “local pub” of the 21st Century and beyond, bringing 
people together in a way that has vanished from our towns and cities. 
The reduction of public expenditure does limit the opportunities of purpose 
built hubs being produced, but the amalgamation of certain services and other 
organisations working together has proven to be fruitful in the Clydebank 
Community Sports Hub and enable a reduction in the overall costing of the 
updated facility that will be built there. If Organisations were encouraged to 
work together in a similar manner, it would not only increase the interest in 
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any venture taken it would also reduce costings, make the venue more 
efficient with less wasted space and allow for true inclusion of the community 
it will serve. 
 
The greatest barriers GTF Scotland face are 1) the introduction of 
“Commercial Rates” in halls, as a not for profit organisation if is very difficult to 
serve the public when being forced to pay up to £50 an hour for a hall. 2) Hall 
availability. Though this is simply due to demand of other services, it is almost 
impossible to get a hall. For example during the summer months certain 
facilities (community use schools in particular) close and councils are 
reluctant or unable to offer alternatives during this time. Local Sports Hubs 
should offer true community participation by including the entire local 
community, and not just during term time. Though the commercial rate 
situation is understandable it needs to be fairly implemented and be across all 
the venues and not just a few. 
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